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This photo — taken October 20" — shows construction progress on the new Buxton Center Elementary School, which is

on schedule to open in time for the 2010-1011 school year

NEW TRIMESTER REPORTS OF

LEARNING BEING PILOTED THIS YEAR

A committee of elementary teachers, a parent, and
school administrators has been working for two and
one-half years on the development of a new reporting
system that more accurately depicts how students
are progressing with respect to learning expectations.
Different than the conventional report cards with
which most of us are familiar, a standards-based
report of student learning provides the student — and
the parents — with an indicator of progress toward
specific learning targets. The emphasis, then, is on
learning.

Beginning this trimester, we will be piloting a new
progress reporting system in all MSAD 6
elementary schools. The following designations
will be used to indicate your child’s progress for each
of the learning standards:

E= Exceeds the standard

M = Meets the standard

P= Partially meets the standard
N = Does not meet the standard

Because the learning standards — which are based on
Maine’s Learning Results and the MSAD 6 curriculum
— are specific to each grade level, the typical or
expected designations for the learning standards are
“M,” meaning that the student meets the standard and
“P,” which indicates that the student is making
progress toward the standard.

One of the major differences between standards-
based reporting and the conventional report of learning
is that the emphasis is on what the student knows or is
able to do, as opposed to effort or the completion of

assignments.

The written trimester report of learning is only one of
the communication tools that we use to keep parents
informed about their children’s learning. A review of
your child’s daily assignments and parent-teacher con-
ferences are among the best ways to know what - and
how - your child is learning.

The trimester reporting system that we are piloting this
year is new to teachers, too. We will be monitoring
and evaluating this new system and thank you in
advance for your patience and your feedback.

Dr. Don Gnecco, Principal
Buxton schools




OB Buxton Parent-Teacher Organization
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Parents and teachers supporting students in Buxton schools
m Eliza Libby School ¢ S.D. Hanson School ¢ Jack Memorial School ¢ Frank Jewett School

The Buxton Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) supports all elementary
students (K-5) in the four Buxton schools. In addition to fundraising to
augment the school budget for enrichment programs and field trips, your
PTO also plans and funds family activities throughout the year. Here
are some upcoming events:

e November 20™ « Dinner and Contra Dance * Location to be
announced. This is always a fun, family activity!!

* Upcoming PTO Meetings
(6 PM — Frank Jewett School Library):

Tuesday, November 10th

Early Release Days

Students in grades K-5 will be
dismissed at 1 PM on the following
days this school year:

December 9th
January 28th
March 25th
May 5th
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THANK YOU!

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your support
with our fall fundraiser!

Staff would like to extend a big thank-
you to the parents and guardians of
students at both Frank Jewett and
Hanson schools for holding to the drop-
off procedure outlined earlier this fall.
The traffic patterns have improved a
great deal which has contributed to the
safety of our students. We appreciate
your parking in the upper lot and
walk your child into the
building...this really helps us keep
evervone safe!

SAFETY
FIRST!

As a reminder to all parents, please do not leave your car
idling when you park to drop your child off at the office. We
do have a clean-air zone and car exhaust is one of the biggest
contributors to unhealthy air. Also, this reduces the risk of
accidents. Please shut your car off! Thanks.
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Treats or...

As the holidays approach, most
of us have thoughts of favorite
foods and snacks. We asked
our school nurse, Mrs. Suzanne
Sanborn, for her
recommendations:

v Due to a large number of
students with food allergies, we
ask that when sending baked
goods to school that they not
contain nuts or peanuts.

v Consider sending veggies
instead of baked goods or
candy for snacks or classroom
parties.

v" Consider alternatives to
candy for Halloween treats.

How can | help?
This is probably the most
asked question of teachers.
And the answer? Simple:
read! Students who read at
home - or whose parents read
to them — do better in school
and in later life. Ten to fifteen
minutes each night can make
a BIG difference!




